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Sources primaires (entre autres): 
 
Anthony Benezet, A Caution and Warning to Great Britain and her Colonies, in a short 
representation of the calamitous state of the enslaved negroes in the British Dominions. 
Collected from various authors, etc., (1769)1  
---------------------, Some Historical Account of Guinea ... With an inquiry into the rise and 
progress of the slave-trade, its nature and lamentable effects (1772) (published in 
Philadelphia in 1771, in Britain in 1772) 
 
Thomas Clarkson, An Essay on the Impolicy of the African Slave Trade (1788) 
--------------------The History of the Rise, Progress and Accomplishment of the Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade by the British Parliament (1808) 
---------------------Thoughts on the Necessity of Improving The Condition of The Slaves in the 
British Colonies With a View to their Ultimate Emancipation And on the Practicability… And 
the Advantages of the Latter Measure (1818) 
 
Ottobah Cugoano, Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil and Wicked Traffic of the Slavery 
and Commerce of the Human Species, etc.. (1787) – rare book (ressorti en Penguin Classics) 
 
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative and Other Writings, (1789) (Penguin Classics) 
 
Elizabeth Heyrick Immediate not Gradual Abolition, (1824) 
 
Harriet Martineau , “Views of slavery and emancipation”, in Society in America (1837)  
 
Hannah More, The Sorrows of Yamba, or, The Negro woman's lamentation (1795) 
 
Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave, (1833) (Penguin Classics) 
 
Ignatius Sancho, The Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho, an African (1782) (Penguin 
Classics)  
 
Granville Sharp, A Letter to Granville Sharp, Esq. on the proposed abolition of the slave 
trade (1788) 
---------------------Serious reflections on the slave trade and slavery, (1805) 
 

                                                 
1 The Quakers during their Yearly Meeting in London recommended in 1785 that all the quarterly meetings give 
this book the widest circulation possible. 



 2 

Wesley John, Thoughts Upon Slavery, (1774)  
(http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/wesley/thoughtsuponslavery.stm) 
 
William Wilberforce , Practical View of the Prevailing Religious System of Professed 
Christians in the Higher and Middle Classes in This Country Contrasted with Real 
Christianity, (1830) 
 
+  
Great Britain, Parliament, House of Commons, Substance of the Debate in the House of 
Commons, on the 15th May, 1823, on a motion for the mitigation and gradual abolition of 
slavery throughout the… reasonings illustrative of colonial bondage (1823) 
 
Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery Throughout the British 
Dominions, Third report of the committee of the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual 
Abolition of Slavery Throughout the British Dominions: read at a special meeting ... of 
slavery : with notes and an appendix. (1826) 
 
Great Britain. Parliament. House of Commons. Select Committee on the Extinction of Slavery 
Throughout the British Dominions, Analysis of the report of a Committee of the House of 
Commons on the extinction of slavery, (1833) 
 
Anti-Slavery Society, The Present Condition of the Negro Population in the British Colonies: 
particularly in relation to the working of the apprenticeship system established under “the 
Act for the Abolition of Slavery”, (1837) 
 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, The First annual report of the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Society for the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade throughout the world: 
presented ... Exeter Hall, on Wednesday, June 24th, 1840 (1840) 
 
Massachusetts Abolition Society, The True History of the Late Division in the Anti-Slavery 
Societies, being part of the second annual report of the Executive Committee of the 
Massachusetts Abolition Society (1841) 
 
(soit en “print on demand” sur Amazon ou second hand sur www.abebooks.co.uk) 
 
 
Sources secondaires: 
 
General  
 
**Blackburn, Robin, The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery (1776-1848), Verso, London, 1988. 
 
Drescher, Seymour, Econocide, British Slavery in the Age of Abolition, Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
University Press, 1977. 
 
**Eltis, David and James Walvin eds, The Abolition of the Atlantic Slave Trade, Oxford, 
OUP, 1987. 
 
***Farrell Stephen ed., The British Slave Trade, Abolition, Parliament and People, 
Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 2007. 
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Klein, Herbert S., The Atlantic Slave Trade, Cambridge, CUP, 1999. 
 
**Morgan, Kenneth, Slavery and the British Empire: From Africa to America, OUP, 2007. 
 
Porter, Andrew ed., The Oxford History of the British Empire, vol.3, Oxford, OUP, 1999. 
 
Turley, David, The Culture of English Antislavery, 1780-1860, New York, Routledge, 1991. 
 
**Walvin, James, Slavery and British Society, 1776-1838, Jackson, University Press of 
Mississippi, 1982. 
 
***------------, England, Slaves and Freedom, 1776-1838, Jackson, University Press of 
Mississippi, 1986. 
 
**------------, Britain’s Slave Empire, Stroud, Tempus Publishing Ltd, 2000 (2007) 
 
 
1) First Empire – the Atlantic Slave Trade 

 
**Anstey, Roger, The Atlantic Slave Trade and British Abolition, 1769-1810, Atlantic 
Highlands, NJ, Humanities Press, 1975 
 
Blackburn, Robin, The Making of the New World Slavery, Verso, London, 1997. 
 
*Brown, Christopher, Moral Capital: Foundations of British Abolitionism, Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 2006. 
 
Gilroy, Paul, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness, London, Verso, 
1993. 
 
Richardson David, “The British Empire and the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1660-1807”, in The 
Oxford History of the British Empire, The Eighteenth Century, P.J. Marshall, Oxford, OUP, 
1998. 
 
Semmel, Bernard, The Rise of Free Trade Imperialism, Classical Political Economy, the 
Empire of Free Trade and Imperialism, 1750-1850, Cambridge, CUP, 1970. 
 
**Thomas, Hugh, The Slave Trade: The History of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1440-1870, 
London, Picador, 1998. 
 
**Ward, J. R., British West Indian Slavery, 1750-1834. The Process of Amelioration, Oxford, 
OUP, 1988. 
 
Williams, Eric, Capitalism and Slavery, Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 
1994. 
 
2) Quakers – The Awakening – The beginning of the campaign 
 
Binfield, Clyde, So Down to Prayers, Studies in English Nonconformity, London, Dent, 1977. 
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**Gilbert, A.D., Religion and Society in Industrial England: Church, Chapel and Social 
Change, 1740-1914, London, Longman, 1976. 
 
**Hilton, Boyd, The Age of Atonement: The Influence of Evangelicalism on Social and 
Economic Thought, 1795-1865, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1988. 
 
Hunt, N.C., Two Early Political Associations: The Quakers and the Dissenting Deputies in 
the Age of Sir Robert Walpole, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1961. 
 
Soderlund, Jean, Quakers and Slavery: A Divided Society, Princeton, Princeton University 
Press, 1985. 
 
3) The campaigns up to 1807 
 
***Bolt, Christine, Capitalism and Anti-Slavery, British Mobilization in Comparative 
Perspective, Oxford University Press, 1987. 
 
**Carey, Brycchan ed., Slavery and the Cultures of Abolition: Essays Marking the 
Bicentennial of the British Abolition Act of 1807, D.S. Brewer publisher, 2007. 
 
Davis, David Brion, The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770-1823, Ithaca, NY, 
Cornell University Press, 1975. 
 
4) Post 1807  
 
Bolt, Christine, Victorian Attitudes to Race, London, Routledge, 1971. 
 
Foner, Eric, Nothing but Freedom. Emancipation and its Legacy, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
University Press, 1983. 
 
5) Africa, The West Indies and rebellions 
 
***Craton, Michael, Testing the Chains: Resistance to Slavery in the British West Indies, 
Ithaca, NY, Cornell University Press, 1982. 
 
Curtin, Philip, D., The Image of Africa: British Isles and Action, 1780-1850, 2 vols, Madison, 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1964. 
 
*Da Costa, Emilia Viotti, Crowns of Glory, Tears of Blood. The Demerara Slave Rebellion of 
1823, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
***Drescher, Seymour, From Slavery to Freedom, London, 1999. 
 
Dunton, Martin, and Halpern, Rick eds, Empire and Others: British Encounters with 
Indigenous Peoples, 1600-1850, London, UCL Press, 1999. 
 
Fryer, Peter, Staying Power. The History of Black People in Britain, London, Pluto Press, 
1984. 
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**Green, William, British Slave Emancipation. The Sugar Colonies and the Great 
Experiment, 1830-65, Oxford, OUP, 1976. 
 
Heuman, Gad J., Between Black and White, Race, Politics and the Free Colored in Jamaica, 
1792-1865, Westport, Greenwood, 1981. 
 
**Holt, Thomas, The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor and Politics in Jamaica and Britain, 
1832-1938, Baltimore, John Hopkins University Press, 1992. 
 
Myers, Norma, Reconstructing the Black Past. Blacks in Britain, 1780-1830, London, 1996. 
 
Shyllon, Folarin, Black People in Britain, 1555-1833, Oxford, OUP, 1977. 
 
Turner, Mary, Slaves and Missionaries. The Disintegration of Jamaican Slave Society, 1787-
1834, Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1982. 
 
6) Women in the campaign 
 
Ferguson, Moira, Subject to Others: British Women Writers and Colonial Slavery, 1670-1834, 
London, Routledge, 1992. 
 
Gleadle, Kathryn and Sarah Richardson eds, Women in British Politics, 1760-1860, The 
Power of the Petticoat, Basingstoke, Macmillan, 2000. 
 
***Midgley, Clare, Women Against Slavery: The British Campaigns, 1780-1870, London, 
Routledge, 1992. 
 
 
7) Society (general) 
 
Barker-Benfield, G.J., The Culture of Sensibility, Sex and Society in Eighteenth-Century 
Britain, Chicago, 1992. 
 
Behagg, Clive, Politics and Production in the Early Nineteenth Century, London, Routledge, 
1990. 
 
Briggs, Asa, Press and Public in Early in 19th century Birmingham, Dudgale Society, Oxford, 
1949. 
 
**Burns, Arthur ed., Rethinking the Age of Reform: Britain 1780-1850, Cambridge University 
Press, 2007. 
 
Campbell, Colin, The Romantic Ethic and the Spirit of Modern Consumerism, Oxford, OUP, 
1987. 
 
*Colley, Linda, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837, New Haven, CT, Yale University 
Press, 1992 (dernier chapitre) 
 
**-----------------, Captives: Britain, Empire and the World 1600-1850, London, Pimlico, 
2003. 
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Elmsley Clive, James Walvin eds, Artisans, Peasants and Proletarians, 1760-1860, London, 
Routledge, 1985. 
 
Fladeland, Betty, Abolitionists and Working Class Problems in the Age of Industrialization, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 1984. 
 
*Royle Edwards and James Walvin, English Radicals and Reformers, Lexington, University 
Press of Kentucky, 1982. 
 
Stanley, Brian, The Bible and the Flag. Protestant Missions and British Imperialism in the 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Leicester, Apollos, 1990. 
 
Whyte, Iain, Scotland and the Abolition of Black Slavery, 1756-1838, Edinburgh, Edinburgh 
University Press, 2006. 
 
8) Transatlantic debate over slavery  
 
Brewer, Stewart James,  Holy Warriors, the Abolitionists and American Slavery, New York, 
Hill and Wang, 1997. 
 
**Drake, Thomas E., Quakers and Slavery, New Haven, Yale U P, 1950. 
 
*Fisch, Audrey A., American Slaves in Victorian England, Cambridge University Press, 
2000. 
 
Meer, Sarah, Uncle Tom Mania: Slavery, Minstrelsy and Transatlantic Culture in the 1850s, 
Athens, University of  Georgia Press, 2005. 
 
Stange Douglas Charles, British Unitarians against American Slavery, 1833-65, Rutherford 
N.J., Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1984. 
 
Abel Annie Heloise and Frank J. Klingberg eds, Side-light on Anglo-American relations, 
1839-1858, furnished by the correspondence of Lewis Tappan and others with the British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society. New York, A.M. Kelley, 1970. 
 
 
9) France and slavery 
 
Bénot, Yves et Marcel Dorigny eds, Rétablissement de l'esclavage dans les colonies 
françaises, 1802 , Texte imprimé : ruptures et continuités de la politique coloniale française, 
1800-1830 : aux origines d'Haïti : actes du colloque international tenu à l'université de Paris 
VIII les 20, 21 et 22 juin 2002 -- organisé par l'Association pour l'étude de la colonisation 
européenne et placé sous le patronage du programme La route de l'esclave de l'UNESCO, 
Paris, Maisonneuve et Larose, 2004. 
 
**James, C. L., The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Dominguo 
Revolution, New York, Vintage, 1963. 
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*Lentz Thierry, Branda Pierre et Chantal L’Heureux-Prevot eds, Napoléon, l’esclavage et les 
colonies, Paris, Fayard, 2006. 
 
Pago, Gilbert, 1848, Chronique de l’abolition de l’esclavage en Martinique, Paris, Desnel, 
2006. 
 
**Peabody, Sue, « There are no slaves in France », the Political Culture of Race and Slavery 
in the Ancien Régime, New York, OUP, 1996. 
 
Piquet, Jean-Daniel, L’émancipation des Noirs dans la Révolution française, 1789-1795, 
Paris, Karthala, 2001. 
 
 
10) Further reading 
 
*Bender, Thomas, The Antislavery Debate: Capitalism and Abolitionism as a Problem in 
Historical Interpretation, California University Press, 1992. 
 
Chatterjee, Partha, The Nation and its Fragments. Colonial and Postcolonial Histories, 
Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1993. 
 
*Davis, David Brion, The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture, Ithaca, NY, Cornell 
University Press, 1966. 
 
-------------------, Slavery and Human Progress, New York, 1984. 
 
Driver, Felix, Geography Militant. Cultures of Empire and Exploitation, Oxford, Blackwell, 
2001. 
 
**Hall, Catherine, Civilising Subjects, Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination, 
1830-1867, London, Polity, 2002. 
 
Joyce, Patrick, Democratic Subjects. The Self and the Social in Nineteenth Century England, 
Cambridge, CUP, 1994. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


